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Abstract

The evolution of the word "smart" in the English language reflects a fascinating journey
from its original meaning of "painful" to its modern connotation of intelligence and
sophistication. This article explores how semantic changes occur within language, tracing the
transformation of "smart" through metaphorical extension and cultural shifts. Beginning with
its roots in Old English referring to physical pain, the word expanded to encompass mental and
emotional suffering in Middle English.

Over time, a metaphoric connection was established between physical pain and
intellectual sharpness, leading to its association with mental acuity and cleverness. Cultural
changes emphasizing intellectual skills further reinforced this transition, leading to its modern
usage denoting intelligence and wit. The article also examines the incorporation of "smart" into
technology-related terms like "smartphone," illustrating its continued relevance and
adaptability in contemporary contexts. Through linguistic analysis, the paper highlights how
language evolves in response to social, cultural and technological changes, underlining the
dynamic nature of language and its profound impact on human development
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960 303bomo MmEZob0Bd0s, HmIgemo(; Inwdogoce 3omeMgdy, Lodyggdo mémoms
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(3330960) hGoblegmEoos Lgdsbhogneo (33emoemgdol dmdbodgemgmmo dogomoc0d,
33boboaobcq>, b(bo(boob d0Bobos booremoce Qoa;;oGobmb oGa@obaé 060[) 36)00—36)000
3o3mEbgneo mgoLgds - bgdobho G0 (339emgdoE®dY, tngdLo o gémgyemol “smart”
dogoemomdy.
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806)00@08 086m35360 330d@360 aggoq)oémoo o) 3o3oq>ob 86)66«)60& 33[506080[:0@,
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1 https://www.oed.com/dictionary/smart adj?tl=true
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2 https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/learner-english/smart
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3 https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/smartphone
4 http://www.nplg.gov.ge/saskolo/index.php?a=term&d=43&t=4
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