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Love and Illusion in Iris Murdoch’s novel “The Black Prince”
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Abstract

Iris Murdoch’s The Black Prince is a novel where love becomes an illusion. For the
characters, love is not an act of empathy or moral connection, but rather a projection of personal
desire, insecurity, and fantasy. Murdoch shows how both art and love act as mirrors through which
people try to see themselves, yet ultimately remain blind to their true inner selves. However, truth
is no longer a shared reality.

The novel’s intricate narrative structure, framed by forewords and post-scripts, challenges
the trustworthiness of any single perspective. As a result, the reader is cast in the role of a detective
without proof, who must look beyond the author’s web of narration and explore the inner worlds
of the characters to uncover the real truth. Murdoch presents the uncertainty of truth not just as a
storytelling device, but as a deep ethical issue.

Through this research, it was found that Murdoch deliberately dissolves the lines between
reality and illusion, both in art and human relationships. Her characters use fantasy to escape moral
responsibility, often hiding behind ideals while making decisions motivated by ego and fear. The
novel ultimately shows how moral failure arises from the inability to see beyond oneself. In The
Black Prince, illusion is not just a theme - it is the very basis through which love, art, and even
identity are experienced.
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“Art is imagination. Imagination changes, fuses. Without imagination you have stupid
details on one side and empty dreams on the other” (Murdoch, 2003, a3. 32).
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“One of the many respects, dear friend, in which life is unlike art is this: characters in art
can have unassailable dignity, whereas characters in life have none” (Murdoch, 2003, g3. 70).
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“One of its main pastimes is daydreaming. It is reluctant to face unpleasant realities. Its

consciousness is not normally a transparent glass through which it views the world, but a cloud of
more or less fantastic reverie designed to protect the psyche from pain. It constantly seeks

consolation, either through imagined inflation of self or through fictions of a theological nature”
(Murdoch, 2014, ag3. 72).
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"The self, the place where we live, is a place of illusion. Goodness is connected with the
attempt to see the unself, to see and to respond to the real world in the light of a virtuous
consciousness” (Murdoch, 2014, g3. 82).
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At first I saw her as a life-bringer. Then [ saw her as a death-bringer” (Murdoch, 2003,
a3 19).
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“We are anxiety-ridden animals. Our minds are continually active, fabricating an anxious,
usually self- preoccupied, often falsifying veil which partially conceals the world” (Murdoch,

2014, a3. 76).
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“I gave him my life. I haven t got another one. A woman has nothing else.

Fruitless and bootless. Fruitless and bootless” (Murdoch, 2003, p. 75).

“Even hating Roger was something, it meant something, being made unhappy by him did,
after all he belongs to me. And I was used to things there, there was something to do...” (Murdoch,

2003, a3. 119).
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“I thought, poor poor Priscilla, with a pity for which I deserved no credit since I was simply
feeling sorry for myself”” (Murdoch, 2003, gg. 61).

6)003006)3 Robl moGoaédGmbo 3530600 33[)06@363@0, 6)00@3[;03 Lo 3300-36)0 m03ob
800803860[’ BQ)OQ)OOB bb386m06, OaOl’U)30b 30 386) bOSUmOé)O (7')030[) bOb&)OQ)UQ)OSQS UGQO

6. coob3gbo

60603@36063 33em93° 0538536b, 6 vl 336)@«)30[} 3030 3606-30 oqrasoab
8ot4>q>od860b ogbodcoqamaon(‘) o 80060@*36) 3@80030(4)00060@, 6)0088@0(3 805[}08@36)03[)
386)bm50~5360b b033oénqmb, bg@m36360bo o 0030008800%0@0060[) oq)daob. 6036330
808(‘03@360@00, 6nd 336[)0050.5860 baoéo@ 3800650@35006 0@3800b Lo 3‘30006)0 Oamb,
3038?>obo (D) b36)30@860b anboq;oéoqa, 603 836@0030[5 030@«)[)00030‘36 bgq)sob
350@36)3@0@ 80@800[)(333[).

,,3030 360680“ o560l HM3obo, onoB bogsoén@o 53014»@ 088306 bobab oq)sbb,
6)0083@03 oqro?mobacs ooooodaob 336 8006)3830. 0360060 ba@m35060b, b033063@0bo o
Sméo@ob ngobgb oébg?)n@o 606)3«)@836860[) boﬁ33636@eqa nb&Mmdol ol)aoo b(boqab
06)583b, 6)0033@03 MO39 33000533@[)08 o6 od@g3b 6)30@00?)0[) bén@o 8‘)832’0[’
boanowsbob. 506)0@03@0 Boéﬁmabo - 66)3@@0[} Gosobo®83ombo o l)b3o 336)[}0060\5360[)
?)coqamoodagbo - 0538636b, 6mad 680@«)60 oéonémboo 86008503363@003060.
386)bm50.5360 30060@*36)0 boaoq)q){]{]?mbsgﬁ; 300[}6{4)0033006, 003380 5306»@ gb Sboo@coqa
030300 - Goq)obo, 6)0033@03 Samb, 3038&)0 ©o b3630@35b 030(4>O3l).

lsobcoq)cocoQ), 3030 3606'00 ob 60606)3«)3600, on)aB a 3000533@08 oQamBGQSBo
Q’S@Sd@°3°b (4)00@30. 300(4)0@36)0 $8330606350b dosboao aobs 063 mbogd@néo q;od(i_)gbo
Sbaoégbo o 063 Lobeom 6306«), oéoagq) dbemememce Hgbod@:ﬁ@oobo, Bob63q>3b



Goaperpegod (bogegbdy®o gyboco)
Philology (Students’ Journal)
E ISSN 2960-9593, ISSUE 11, 2025

336)[:0050.5000 3060306 boSgoémb ©° d0bobmU, 6)003006) "Cll383° b033o<4>~3@o 0@3300@ o
6)(‘08(’06) 083@860 6)80@@60 386)b30d®030b doq)ﬂm

3°3mygbgdymo cohgHohe

1. Antonaccio, M. (2000). Picturing the Human: The Moral Thought of Iris Murdoch.

Oxford University Press.

2. Antonaccio, M. (2012). A Philosophy to Live By: Engaging Iris Murdoch. Oxford
University Press.
Murdoch, 1. (2003). The Black Prince. Penguin Classics.
Murdoch, 1. (2014). The Sovereignty of Good. Routledge.
Sartre, J.-P. (2007). Existentialism is a humanism.
Verma, R. (2021). Critique of Modern Moral Philosophy in Iris Murdoch’s
Novels: A Philosophical and Literary Exploration. International Journal of
Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT).

AN

o3 ™&ab Igbobge:

oo?)oqml)ol) bobsQJaGoosm ‘350386)bo®3®ob, 3‘38050@06)3@ 8335036)850000

°3°3UQ’OU®°b’ osa@obnéo @od)géodméob 300@3@0[5 3300(4)3 336)[)0[) aoaobd)é)osd)o.

QOO[’&)U@O (7)60@0[50[) bObSQ)aGO(Bm UGOSS&)L}OOSGO[} 068@0[)36)0 %O@m@maoot’
Lodo 30@036)«) 36)0086080. 8330006@0 8a60m@360b boéobbob 806300006)360[) 36«)363@

836(5630 b(bnqagsd)o 8db336)00b b(bo(bnbooo. 06)0883[}0[} 3°33C00m0 36)003(4)03000 36)000

bgagbd)ém 800@060 336&300[} 30’0300b30(4>0b 350336)[}0@0@30, od)oqmoao. oagoaoqa
Qobodag?raq)oo L 300@030 oGa@obUt‘mb 80[)603@36@0[) 30030[30083.

About the author:

A second-year master's student of English Literature, Faculty of Humanities. He completed
the undergraduate program of English philology at Tbilisi State University. He worked as a student
expert at the National Center for Educational Quality Enhancement. Participated in the Erasmus



Goaperpegod (bogegbdy®o gyboco)
Philology (Students’ Journal)
E ISSN 2960-9593, ISSUE 11, 2025

MA exchange program and spent one semester at Ca’Foscari University of Venice, Italy. He is
currently employed as an English teacher at school.

E-mail: Ghughunishvili.tsotne@gmail.com

LoBooemmdgame:

Qo 80@@«)60[} 300305[)3636 ?)330 b@o@oob bgq)adq)(;osg@b @0@0050
8008050033()@[) 8‘)633@0 36)0080[)00030[), b(bo(boob 6)00300(4)3 (bgdsosném obs
b@énd@nén@o ob33d®850b 60306)003030 Qobaoéabobm(;ob.

Acknowledgements:

I would like to express my gratitude to the supervisor of my research, Liliana
Gogichaishvili, for her invaluable assistance in organizing the technical and structural aspects of
the article.


mailto:Ghughunishvili.tsotne@gmail.com

